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assemblies and private individuals did not lag behind in the
task, as it was considered an act of 'Dharrna1. Such a policy
which was a product of strong religious zeal and practical
necessity, had two effects on the agrarian economy of the
time; first, they helped the peasants to increase the yield;
secondly, the state received increased amount of land
revenue because the principle was that wet lands should
pay more than dry lands.

The cultivation of paddy, sugacane, coconut,
arecanut and betal leaves, op arable lancfe like Taribhumi,
PafitapcJalu, Kshetram or Chenu and Thota and the
production of two crops a year namely Karthika and
Vaisakha39 crops, were possible only with the help of
extensive irrigation facilities. "That the peasants of
Rayalaseema had a good knowledge of the seasonal
division of crops8 may be gathered from inscriptions with
particular reference to the crops reaped in Karthika and
Vaisakha seasons. In the neighbouring Kannada districts
also we notice the existence of the same division of
seasonal crops40. The KaiUka crops were reaped between
November and January as at present. It closely
corresponds to Kharif crops in other parts of India41.
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